Accommodations

Laws require schools to provide
dids, services und other
auccommoduations to yuulified
students with disubilities, who
need un uccommodution to
pdarficipate in school. This
brochure will explain informu-
fion ubout vdrious uccommo-
dations und help you find out if
you may quulify for un uccom-
modution.

What is an Accommodation?

An accommodution is a Modifi-
cution or support that gives u
student with u disubility un
eyuul opportunity to purticpute
and benefit from school. Think
of uccommodutions us adjust-
ments to how things are nomal-
ly done.

Using un effective accommo-
dation will help you succeed in
dreus in which you have had
difficulty in the pust, In other
words, using effective accom-
modutions will increuse your
chances for success.

Think of uny accommodutions
you used in the pust and write
them down:

What are Categories of
Accommodations?

Accommodutions ure in severdl
different categories. Below dare
brief descriptions und examples
of the most common cute-
ygories of auccommoddautions that
permit a student with a disubili-
ty to purticipute in the educu-
fional process.

1. Change to a classroom
environment or task.
Examples include providing
U yuiet room for test tukinyg
und other test tukiny
uccommodutions (i.e. pro-
viding extended time, yiviny
the exum in ulternutive for-
muts, permitting the use of u
dictionury or spell checker,
and repedting instructions)
and providing written mauteri-
dls in dlternative formuts
such as large print, Brdille,
computer disk, or audio
tupe.

2. Removal of architectural
barriers.
Examples include udupting
u dorm room to meet the
needs of u student who uses
u wheel chair and installing
better lightiny in classrooms
to assist students with low
vision.

3. Modifications to policies,
practices, or procedures.
Examples include providing
course substitutions and
extendinyg timelines for com-
pleting dassignments.

4. Provisions of auxiliary aids
and services.
Examples include providing
sign lunguugye interpreters,
note takers or scribes, tupe
recorders, und reuders.

5. Other adaptations or modifi-
cations that are necessary
for students to enjoy the
benefits and privileges of the
school’s program, services,
and/or activities.

Schools must provide these types
of uccommoddutions free to yuul-
ified students with disubilifies.

What Accommodations
Won’t be Provided?

® Personul devices such us
wheelchuirs, hearing uids,or
glusses, und personadl servic-
es such us ussistunce with
eutiny, toiletiny, or dressiny
will not be provided.

® Accommoddutions that
lower or chunge clussroom
stundurds or progrum stun-
dards too much will not be
provided. For example,
dlthough instructors may
dllow dlternutive ussign-
ments or tests, these dlter-
natives will not be eusier or
harder than the ones they
dre replacing.

® Accommodutions that are
OO expensive or reyuire t0o
mauny people to Muke it
work.

® Accommodutions that
would chunyge the essence
of a program will hot be
provided. For exumple, u
person tuking u cluss in
small enygine repuir who hus
limited use of his hands
could not ask to take a writ-



ten test insteud of uctudlly
repdiring un engine. The
essence of the course is to
actudlly repuir the engine
not to tulk or write about if.

Do | Need an
Accommodation?

Ask yourself these yuestions™

1) Do | have u physicual, men-
tal, or emotional disubility
that affects my ability to
study, ledrn, process, infor-
mation, uccess classrooms
or resources or otherwise
limits or inferfered with my
dabilities to be u successful
student?

[Jyes []nho

2) Do | have problems study-
iNng, ledrniny, processiny
information, concentrating,
or getting things, done,
even though | have never
been diughosed with u
disubility?

[1yes []no

3) Did | need or receive
uccommodutions in high
school or onh d job?

[]yes []nho

4) Did | have un IEP or
Individuul Educution Plun in
high school?

[Jyes []nho

5) Did | have u 504 plan?
[Jyes []nho

* If you unswered yes to ohe or
more of the five yuestions, you
may heed un uccommodu-
tion. You should contact WSU’s
Disubility Resource Center
office und usk for information
ubout uccommoddautions. Stuff
at the Disubility Resource
Center office may help you
determine whether you ure
eligible or not.

What Do | Do?

You must provide documentu-
fion of your disubility to the
collegye in order to receive un
uccommodution. It is very
important that you understand
that you should not wuait to
reguest uccommodutions until
you ure doiny poorly. This is u
Mmistake that many students
muke und it is costly. Reyister
und yget upproval for appropri-
ute uccommodutions us soon
us you cun to help improve
your chunces for success.
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