Student Rights

In colleye you ure responsible
to mauke sure that your heeds
are met. Two federdl civil rights
laws cun wssist you in reuching
your school gouls. These laws
dre culled the American with
Disabilities Act (ADA) und
Section 504 of The Rehabilitation
Act. These luws provide stu-
dents with certdin rights.

@ the right to eyudl uccess
to post secondury educution

@ the right fo hon-discriminution

e the right to purticipute in,
and enjoy the benefits of
your school

® the right o un uccessible
educution

® the right to un gppropriaute
auccommoddution

e the right to huve informution
ubout your disubility kept
private

® \Whut rights do you huve
that are not currently beiny
met?

Understunding the laws cun
assist you in achieving success
us u student. Many web sites
on the Internet cun help you
learn more about how these
laws relate to you. One site that
unswers muny of the gquestions
you may have is located at

www.pacer.org/pride/504.htm

In addition, the stute you live in
mauy have laws, often culled
“humaun rights laws” which pro-
hibit discrimination and reqyuire
eyuul uccess for people with
disubilities.

Pleuse redlize thut the laws do
not reyuire u school to lower its
acudemic stundards. Schools
will not

® Give you eusier work or

® Chunye the rules to

make it edsier for you

than other students
You must continudlly meet
relevunt ucudemic und
conduct stundurds to receive
protection of the law.

Accommodations

The law states that some
students with disubilities have
right fo academic accommo-
dutions.

Accommodutions ure chunyes
to how things are hormally
done which provide you with
un eyudl opportunity to purtici-
pute in und enjoy the benefits
of your educution. Accom-
modutions include

® chunhyes to u clussroom
enviornment or tusk

® removul of urchitecturdl
bdarriers

® Mmodifications to policies,
fpractices or procedure

® provision of uppropriate

auxiliary dids und services
(Pleuase see student brochure
#2, Accommodutions for
Students with Disubilities, for
more detdils.)

What accommodutions would
be helpful to you in the cluss-
room?

Disclosure

If you think you will heed uny
auccommodutions because of
your disubility, you must tell

your school. You will hot receive

uccommodutions or ussistunce
unless you tell the Disubility
Resource Center of your disubil-
ity. You muy dlso have to pro-
vide puperwork on your disubil-
ity.

Your responsibility is to tell your
school that you will heed un
uccommodution. Euch school
has its own puperwork reyuire-
Ments hecessury to drrunyge un
accommodution. Most schools
require that you provide
recent, professionul documen-
tation from a doctor or other
licensed professionul. Simply
puUt, you muy huve 1o prove
you have dJ disubility.

® Whut puperwork does your
school reyuire to prove your
disubility?

® \Where cun you yet copies
of this documentation?

Accommodutions must be
dppropriute und effective for
your situation.



An effective uccommoddaution
will uddress your specific limitu-
fions caused by your disubility.

Finally, understaund thut your
school must provide educution-
ul uccommodations ut ho cost
to you. But they do hot have to
provide or puy for

® Persondl devices

® Accommodutions for
personul use

® Accommodutions which
fundumentdlly dlter a school
fprogram or cost too many
people to muke it work.

This meuns that schools will not
puay for personul cure utten-
dants; they will hot puy for you
to have un uccommodution ut
home to do your homework;
und they do not have to pro-
vide un auccommoddution if it is
too expensive.

Student Responsibilities

Check off euch responsibility

wheh completed.

[ ]1. Notify the School
If you will heed uny
auccommodution, reyister
with the Disability
Resource Center.

[ ]2. Provide Documentation
A student’s responsibility is
to provide professional
documentution of his or
her disubility. The Disubility
Resource Center will be
uble to tell you whut
types of documentution
dre reyuired.

[ ]3. Determine
Accommodation
Determine your clusses’
requirements und possible
needed uccommodu-
fions.

[ ] 4. Request Accommodation
Reyuest uccommodu-
fions us fur in udvunce
us is possible.

[ 15. Meet Academic and
Conduct Standards
You yet ho specidl treut-
ment becduuse you have
u disubilty. You must still
meet the essentidl
reguirements of u cluss or
program.
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