
 

Advising Tips .... 

Talking to students about off-campus study. 

 

Remember: YOU DO NOT NEED TO KNOW EVERYTHING (OR EVEN ANYTHING) 

ABOUT EVERY PROGRAM TO HELP YOUR ADVISEE! That’s our job. Feel free to call 

us if you have questions while a student is there in your office.  

 

And please refer all students to our office for the most comprehensive advising about off-

campus study. They can sign up for an appointment with a peer advisor who is trained to 

answer questions and help students plan for the application process. 

 

Why have an off-campus experience? Study Away:  

 has a direct impact on future employability since employers increasingly are looking 

to hire people with some international experience (the research bears this out). 

 is affordable – many programs cost them no more or only a little more than if they 

were on campus, and their financial aid is applied to the cost of the program. 

 is a great investment academically, personally, and professionally. 

 is academic – credits transfer back! 

 

Good things to talk about with your advisees: 

 What are their goals for study away? Are they hoping to meet general education or 

major requirements? Are they interested in studying something they couldn’t 

otherwise get at WSU? Are they just interested in seeing a certain part of the world? 

Do they want to learn – or improve – a language?  

 When would be best to go? If their choice will impact their graduation date, help them 

weigh the benefits of the experience against the drawbacks of extending their degree 

plan, or plan for a better timeframe to go 

 Help them understand why global perspectives are important for them to develop, and 

even why it might be important in terms of the discipline in which they are majoring! 

 

For lots more information: 

International Programs website 

(for info on program options, study away policies and procedures): 

http://www.winona.edu/internationalprograms/ 
email the office at: studyabroad@winona.edu 

 

Or contact: 

Dana Engel ...................................................................................x 5081, dengel@winona.edu 

Amy DeBruyckere .......................................................................x 5081, adebruyckere@winona.edu 

Carolyn O’Grady .........................................................................x 2502, cogrady@winona.edu 
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Study Away/Travel Study Policies 
The policies you should most be aware of include the following: 

 Students on academic or disciplinary probation, or who have an open student conduct case, cannot study abroad. 

 A minimum overall GPA may be required for some programs. 

 A student's financial account must be in good standing in order to participate in off-campus study. 

 

Travel Study 2016-17 
If you are meeting with a student who wants to do a Travel Study course: 

 These programs are posted on our website as they are approved.  

 The application deadlines vary, depending on when the program is departing. 

 Please refer students to our office for the most comprehensive advising. 

 

Costs 
For Travel Study programs, students are billed a program fee for all direct program costs. Usually program fees include: 

round-trip transportation from Minneapolis (except where indicated), prorated instructor(s) expenses, normally breakfast 

and one other meal per day, airport transfers, visas (where required for U.S. citizens), medical insurance for international 

programs, planned excursions, entrance fees and tickets for scheduled group events, any other relevant fees, and 

accommodations, primarily in double or triple rooms in hotels, pensions, university dorms, hostels, or family homes. 

Private bathrooms are rarely provided. Program costs typically range from about $3700 to as much as $7000 and 

everything in between. A student’s financial aid goes with them. 

 

Semester and Academic Year Study Away 
Students cannot study just anywhere. We have a list of approved programs (about 130 of them) from which students can 

choose. In rare cases, we approve a petition from a student to study on a program that is not on our list. Information about 

all the approved programs can be found on our website.  

 

Deadlines 
The deadline for Fall 2016 semester/year study away is March 1, 2016. The deadline for Spring 2017 semester/year 

study away is October 1, 2016. The deadline for Summer 2017 is February 1, 2017. 

 

Costs 
Semester and year-long off-campus study will almost always cost more than the WSU cost of attendance (tuition plus 

room and board and fees), but how much more depends on the program type and its location. Students pay their WSU 

tuition during the term they are off-campus, plus a program fee for the balance of the program cost. The program fee 

generally includes a program's on-site tuition, room and some board, international emergency insurance, and some 

excursions. Airfare is not usually included. Because programs differ widely, it is essential to confer with the 

International Programs office to determine exactly what is covered in each case. Program fees will vary greatly from 

student to student depending on the specific program chosen by the student. Some program fees may be less than $500 

while others could be more than $10,000. A student’s financial aid goes with them. 

 

These options are particularly affordable for students:  

 WSU exchange programs in Sweden, China, Japan, Taiwan, South Korea, Hong Kong. 

 Barcelona Study Abroad Experience (Spain) 

 The Education Abroad Network (Thailand, Vietnam, China, Singapore) 

 Sol Education Abroad (Spain) 

 IFSA-Butler Engage programs (Australia, London) 

 Many third party partners have scholarship or financial aid opportunities for students. 


