ACADEMIC AFFAIRS AND CURRICULUM COMMITTEE
A2C2 Minutes for December 3, 2008
Kryzsko Commons Dining Rooms C & D

3:30 p.m.

Attendees:  Larry Bergin, Don Schmidlapp, Ed Thompson, Sara Hein, Amy Hermodson, Bhaskar Iyengar, Dan Kauffman,  Melanie Reap, Maryam Eslamloo-Grami, Myles Weber, Juan Fernandez-Iglesias, Steve Allard, Nancy Jensen, Greg Schmidt, Robert Newberry, Robin O'Callaghan, Steve Leonhardi, Pat Paulson, Eric Brisson, Martha Scheckel, Nathan Moore, Kara Lindaman, Carrie Fried, Ron Elcombe, Carole Madland, Jennifer Chernega, Jeanne Danneker, Jim Williams, Ann Rethlefsen
Guests:  Ron Dreyer, Ken Gorman, J Paul Johnson, Russ Smith, Linda Seppanen
I. Call to Order-the meeting was called to order at 3:32 pm by chair Ann Rethlefsen
II. Adoption of Agenda-added a notification.  m/s Kauffman/Elcombe to adopt agenda as amended.  
III. Approval of Minutes: November 12, 2008  Moore/Thompson m/s to adopt minutes.  Motion passes unanimously.
IV. Chair’s Report

V. General Education Course Substitution Requests:

VI. Course & Program Proposal Subcommittee Report: Ed Thompson—from November 19, 2008. -postponed
1.  Summary of changes which CPPS proposes for Regulation 3-4

2.  Discussion: A copy of the “New and Revised Course and Program Approval Form” showing proposed revisions

3.  Discussion: A copy of the “Notifications” form showing proposed revisions.

VII. University Studies Subcommittee Report, J. Paul Johnson – from November 19, 2008. The USS recommends approval/disapproval of the following courses.  A2C2 accepted the following USS recommendations unanimously.
1. COURSE PROPOSALS 
 

A. Basic Skills: Physical Development and Wellness
RTTR 145, The Search for Self-Esteem (1), Lynda Brzezinski. 
 
B. Unity & Diversity: Contemporary Citizenship
CS 344: Introduction to Web Systems and Programming (3), Tim Gegg-Harrison.  USS recommends APPROVAL, pending editorial correction. (received)


C. Oral Flag:



MUS 375, Fundamentals of Music Business (3), Greg Neidhart

2. COURSE SUBSTITUTION REQUESTS
THAD 119, Play Analysis (3), WSU (Fall 1997) for Unity and Diversity: Critical Analysis, Ryan Hawkins.  USS recommends APPROVAL.
A2C2 adopts request unanimously.
VIII. Notifications

A. PESS 199: Lifetime Fitness: Change in course title to: Lifetime Fitness/Wellness
B. EDST 462: Teaching Abroad: One Time Course Offering
C. Biology 125: The Art and Science of Fly Fishing: One Time Course Offering

D. (added) MATH 210:  Change MIS Major requirement to CS234

IX. Old Business:

A. Calendar Committee: 
1. Report: Sara Hein- recommended that fall break day/Veterans day being scheduled on Monday/Friday instead of Tuesday/Thursday. Modification of the Thanksgiving week schedule is being explored.
2. Report: Ann Rethlefsen- break day may end up being mid week due to lab courses, and family visit days.  Please forward comments on calendar input to Ann Rethlefsen.  The next committee meeting date has not yet been set.
B. Credit Hour Reduction Team Report: 
Motion: Effective with the 2010-12 WSU Undergraduate Catalog, and for students graduating in the fall semester of 2010 and after, that the minimum graduation requirement for the associate and baccalaureate degrees be reduced to 60 and 120 hours, respectively.

m/s Thompson/Allard to strike “and for students graduating in the fall semester of 2010 and after,”.  Motion fails.

m/s Bergin/Newberry to add ‘minimum’ before “graduation requirement for the …”  .  Motion carries with one dissent.
m/s Leonhardi/Elcombe to table further discussion on this motion, motion tabled.



Discussion- a benefit of going early is using the 120 vs 128 requirement as a recruiting/marketing tool.  
Students under a 128 hour requirement will be able to redeclare their major once the 120 requirement goes into effect.



Guest- Ron Dreyer, System Director for Academic Programs addressed questions on the 60/120 credit hour requirements.

All baccalaureate degrees are covered by this requirement.

There is no difference in deadline between BA and BS degrees.  There is an ultimate deadline of the fall of 2012.

Programs can comply with the 120 hour requirement before fall 2012.  This brings up the issue that if another campus complies early, do they set the tone?  AA wants to be consistent across the state, and will strive to have all universities be a part of that conversation.  Campus personnel may be needed to lead these discussions and meetings.

How do you find what other universities offer the same or similar programs?  The AA office has access to a list of programs, but the programs could be different.  There also is the situation where one of the programs is accredited, and another at a different university is not.  Are they equivalent?  It is possible that the program architecture can vary (course credit hours, course content…)  Nursing would like to know what is being done in other programs, especially 2 years schools, across the state.  The AA is creating a web site resource to list program information.  

‘Groups’ in the 60/120 hour process are a first pass defined by AA office, but ultimately decided upon the faculty at the various campuses.  But faculty are saying that it may be very difficult for faculty from multiple campuses to agree on group composition.

Waiver documentation- one very good reason for granting a waiver is if an accrediting body has issued a pronouncement (i.e. 124 credit hour minimum).  This is not listed on the waiver form, and it was asked that this be included.

Updating of AA information is done by email blasts currently, but not all faculty will know that there are two web sites available that contain most of this information.  Communications is an issue.
site 1:  http://academicaffairs.mnscu.edu/academicprograms/index.html

site 2: http://www.programreview.project.mnscu.edu/index.asp

Mr. Dreyer is willing to facilitate the start of faculty discussion between faculty at different universities.

Every one of the 100 + programs at WSU will have to complete (and have approved by the A2C2 process) the form “REDESIGN: Change Program and/or Emphasis Credit Length”.  

Any waiver should be submitted to the AA office by December, 2011.






X. New Business: none

XI. Adjournment- the meeting was adjourned at 5:15pm by chair Ann Rethlefsen.
