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SOC 365: Forensic Interviewing of Children.
1. Course outline of the major topics and subtopics (minimum of two-level outline).

I. Course introduction.
a. What is a forensic interview.
b. The who, what, when, where, and why.
II. Explore the major interview protocols used in the United States.

a. RATAC.

b. NICHD.

c. 10 Step (Modified NICHD).
d. Stepwise.

e. Other protocols.
III. Documenting Forensic Interviews.

a. Audio.
b. Video.
c. iRecord.
d. Reports.

IV. Demonstrate the use of tools in the interview process.
a. Drawings.
b. Diagrams.
c. Dolls.
d. Potential misuse of tools.
V. Practice interviews using the RATAC protocol.
a. Rapport.
b. Anatomy Identification.
c. Touch Inquiry.
d. Abuse Disclosure.
e. Closure.
VI. Overcoming common interview blocks and problems.
a. Perpetrator induced.
b. Family induces.
c. Interviewer induced.
d. Situational.
VIL Practice interviews using the 10 step protocol.
a. Introduction — Narrative practice.
b. Disclosure — Closure.
VIII. Forensic interviewing across a variety of cultures.
a. Whatis culture.
b. How can it affect a forensic interview.
c. Best practices for addressing people from a wide variety of cultures.
IX. Practice interviews in more challenging situations.
a. Interviews with blocks.
b. Younger Children.
X. Practice interviews in more challenging situations.
a. Teens.
b. Cultural challenges.



XI. Forensic interviews in court.

a. When and how they can be used.
b. Preparing a child to testify.
c. Defending your forensic interview in court.

2. Course Assessments:

Three unit tests

Three graded forensic interviews
Oral interview evaluations

Total points possible

3. Assessment Plan:

150 points
150 points
100 points
400 points

Oral Intensive Outcomes:

How Met in Course:

Assessment Plan:

1.Earn significant course credit
though extemporaneous oral
presentations:

Conduct multiple mock
interviews using a variety of
protocols and best

practices. These interviews will
be conducted without notes and
require the student to respond
appropriately to a variety of
simulated situations. Provide
regular oral feedback to other
students based on best practices
in the field.

This outcome will be assessed
through graded mock interviews
and written as well as oral
feedback to and from peers and
the instructor.

2.Understand the features and
types of speaking in their
disciplines:

Identify the types and stages of
the major forensic interview
protocols used to illicit the
statement of a juvenile victim or
witness.

Examine the strengths and
weaknesses of each protocol.

This outcome will be assessed by
examination. Evidence of this
knowledge should also be clear
in graded interviews.

3.Adapt their speaking to field-
specific audiences:

Students will be required to
respond orally to novel interview
scenarios.

Interviews will explore a variety
of situations and audiences that
represent real situations that
justice system officials encounter
when interviewing children.
Students will also be required to
explain how issues of race, class,
sexual orientation, religion,
gender, poverty and other
factors influence a forensic
interview.

Assessed by graded interviews.
Tested by examination.




4. Receive appropriate feedback
from teachers and peers,
including suggestions for
improvement:

During each mock interview
each student will be evaluated
by peers and receives written
feedback about their interview
skills. Each student will also
receive feedback about his/her
performance from the
instructor.

Peer evaluations of student
interviews will be presented to
the student after each interview.

5.Make use of the technology
used for research and speaking
in the fields:

Students will use the iRecord
system and closed circuit
television located in Maxwell
Hall to capture interviews.
Students will begin to use “bug
in the ear” one way radio
transmission to provide the
interviewer with additional
details.

Assessed through graded mock
interview using both of those
systems.

6.Learn the conventions of
evidence, format, usage and
documentation in their fields:

Explain a variety of methods for
documenting forensic interviews
as well as potential evidence
uncovered in the interview.

Assessed by report on potential
evidence uncovered in a mock
interview.




