ACADEMIC AFFAIRS AND CURRICULUM COMMITTEE
A2C2 Minutes for January 30, 2008
Kryzsko Commons Dining Rooms C & D

3:30 p.m.

Attendees:  Larry Bergin, Anne Plummer, Ed Thompson, Myoung Lee, Amy Wolff, Paul Schumacher, Dan Kauffman, Melanie Reap, Juan Fernandez-Iglesias, Steve Allard, Phil Appicelli, Peter Henderson, Allison Quam, Eve Caudill, Robin O'Callaghan, Chris Malone, Pat Paulson, Deanne Mohr, Catherine Nosek, Steve Juaire, Nathan Moore, Kara Lindaman, Ron Elcombe, Ruth Charles, Jennifer Chernega, Jeanne Danneker, Sharon Mansur, Ann Rethlefsen,   Aurea Osgood
Guest: Bill Murphy
I. Call to Order- the meeting was called to order at 3:30pm by Chair Ann Rethlefsen
II. Adoption of Agenda-two additions, SOC/CJ has a change to VII. A.
VII.B. Accounting also has a change.  Motion to adopt passes unanimously.
III. Approval of Minutes: January 16, 2008- LL436, typos, correct.  
IV. Chair’s Report-none
V. Course & Program Proposal Subcommittee Report: Ed Thompson—from January 23, 2008. The CPPS recommends approval of the following courses and programs.
Ed Thompson reported on new courses created due to a new separate RTTR department.  Committee adopted subcommittee recommendation unanimously.
New Courses:


A. GEOS 350: Geophysics
             B.  RTTR 246: Leisure Education
             C.  RTTR 370: Festival and Special Events Planning
             D.  RTTR 380: Commercial Recreation
VI. University Studies Subcommittee Report, J. Paul Johnson – from January 23, 2008. The USS recommends approval/disapproval of the following courses.
J. Paul Johnson reported.
1. Course Proposals: None.

2. Course Substitution Requests: USS recommends APPROVAL.

a. BIOL 104, Environment, Society, and Conservation (WSU, 3 s.h.) for Arts & Science Core: Natural Science, Alli Kittleson.  Student was misadvised upon entry to WSU, had a prior AAS degree that was not put into DARS.  Department recommended substitiution, subcommittee agrees.  Full committee unanimously adopts the recommendation.

b. THAD 395, Top: Lighting Design (WSU, 2 s.h.) for Arts & Science Core: Fine and Performing Arts, Danielle Lobello.  
Student is a double major,  THAD and Math/Ed.  Subcommittee approves of the student applying course for both the major and the Arts & Science core.
3. Other: Minnesota Transfer Curriculum

a. WSU Global/Multicultural Perspectives requirements and the MnTC.  USS RECOMMENDS: Courses currently listed in WSU Global/Multicultural Perspectives category meet the sufficient 51% of criteria to be listed as meeting both MnTC goals 7 & 8.  Note: WSU students completing the USP G/MC category will have completed both MnTC requirements; WSU students completing the complete USP will have completed the complete MnTC.  
Subcommittee recommendation is adopted unanimously.
b.   MnTC Guideline #4: proposed language change or deletion.  North Hennepin Community College proposes that all of MnTC Guideline #4 be struck, with courses to be considered on a case-by-case basis and no discipline be excluded de facto.  USS SUPPORTS NHCC resolution to strike MnTC guideline #4.  MnTC Guideline #4 reads: 

Some disciplines are excluded by decision of the collaborating institutions. Because not all courses that might address a competency are general education, courses will not be included from: business, health/physical education, computer science (an exception was made for programming for math, but for most programming courses a high level math is a prerequisite), field experience, career orientation, or, in general, any occupational courses or programs, first year world languages.

MnTC General Education philosophy does not align completely with WSU USP philosophy.  A question arose as to what the original purpose was for Guideline #4.  It appears WSU takes a broader perspective on what should be included in USP.  Social Work has accreditation issues with courses that are not taught by faculty with a masters level or higher degree.  The courses are evaluated on a case-by-case basis by the sending institution.  MnSCU has a list of courses that they would like removed from the MnTC, some of them are business courses. 
Subcommittee recommendation is adopted unanimously.

VII. Notifications:
A. SOC439 Sociology of Disabilities

B. ACCT220 prerequisite is now ACCT 211, ACCT212 and completion of, or concurrent enrollment in ACCT 311.
VIII. Old Business:

A. Posthumous Degree Awards: Kara Lindaman reported.   m/s Schumacher/Johnson
Suggested changes were made.  See attached copy.
Suggested regulation changes were adopted unanimously.
B. Other
IX. New Business:

A. WSU Credit Reduction Committee: Ann Rethlefsen 
A2C2 Credit Hour reduction proposal.  m/s Rethlefsen/Henderson:  Recommend that A2C2 establishes  an ad hoc committee to examine the means of reducing the current graduation credit requirement from 128 to 120 hours at WSU. This committee would work with in any parameters established by MnSCU in regard to licensure programs.  The committee would be comprised of six A2C2 members along with two additional members appointed by the administration.  Its purpose is to make recommendations that meet the needs of our university.

The motion was amended to read as follows, striking the two administration members:
Recommend that A2C2 establish  an ad hoc committee to examine the means of reducing the current graduation credit requirement from 128 to 120 hours at WSU. This committee would work within any parameters established by MnSCU in regard to licensure programs.  The committee would be comprised of six A2C2 members.  Its purpose is to make recommendations that meet the needs of our university.

Motion was adopted, one vote against.
The following A2C2 members volunteered:
Phil Appicelli, J.Paul Johnson, Dan Kauffman, Melanie Reap, Ann Rethlefsen, Paul Schumacher

B. Departmental Role in Implementation of College Wide Change: Dan Kauffman
** Senate Minutes 1-14-08: Departmental Role in Implementation of College Wide 
     Change
The College of Business is working towards accreditation.  How can a college-wide curriculum be approved?  What are the protocols for when everyone in a college would be affected?  The CoB is talking about a core curriculum that some departments within the college may object to.  What autonomy do departments have vis a vis their own college?  Majors are given by a department, not by a college.

Henderson/Deppa M/S to send these questions to PP & G and A2C2.

Passed.


Dan Kauffman spoke to this matter.  It will affect other colleges besides business.  College of Business curriculum is such that several courses form a core, and others are taken by several of the other departments.
The College of Education has a Teacher Education Assembly committee, in which a college level curriculum committee discusses issues that span departments.  There is not always complete agreement on the issues, but the majority prevails.  
Even if a college has a recommendation on an issue, that recommendation must still be approved by A2C2.  Professional Studies approval could be seen similarly.  
The issue for the college of business arises due to a National Accreditation issue, AACSB.  Accreditation is not viewed the same as licensure.  
Should one department be able to object to the imposition of a ‘college wide’ core set of courses and thereby prevent the college from obtaining the national accreditation?  
Minnesota State University, Mankato and St Cloud State University both have a college level curriculum committee; it appears these committees can override individual department positions.

m/s Thompson/Schumacher:  A2C2 resolves that it would be appropriate for Faculty Senate to establish college-level curriculum committees, whose recommendations for new courses and programs would be forwarded to A2C2.  Senate should establish the mechanisms by which such college-wide committees would be established.
After a discussion, Thompson withdrew this motion because per Dean Murphy Faculty senate has already approved this, and the college of business already has such a committee.

m/s Thompson/Schumacher:   A2C2 recommends that Senate assume the authority as to how a recommendation from a college wide curriculum committee shall be implemented.
Motion passes unanimously.
C. Other
X. Adjournment-the meeting was adjourned at 4:51pm by chair Ann Rethlefsen
